
W A T E R

CREATING SHARED 
VALUE AS WE INVEST 
IN PRODUCTION, 
PEOPLE AND PLANET.

Across the world, water is essential to 

our Prosperity, to People and to the 

Planet. For Sappi Southern Africa, we 

cannot achieve our aim of creating 

shared value without equitable access 

to water, which is why we have chosen 

‘water’ as the theme for this year’s 

report.

Our country’s water needs will be met 

in an increasingly uncertain, volatile and 

warmer climate. A two-degree increase 

in global temperatures means a four 

degree increase for South Africa. Less 

rain is predicted in the western half of 

the country and potentially more intense 

fl ood events in the east.1

Since 2013 nearly every region in South Africa 
has experienced some form of drought and water 
shortages, with erratic rainfall and increasing 
water demand intensifying levels of water stress. 
A reliable supply of water at an acceptable 
quantity and quality that’s not harmful to human 
health, livelihoods, development and the 
environment is essential for the country’s current 
and future development.

1 WWF: http://awsassets.wwf.org.za/downloads/wwf009_waterfactsandfutures_report_web__lowres_.pdf

THE UNITED 
NATIONS 

SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 

GOALS 2030

1. NO POVERTY 2. ZERO HUNGER 3. GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

4. QUALITY
EDUCATION

5. GENDER 
EQUALITY

6. CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION

7. AFFORDABLE AND 
CLEAN ENERGY

8. DECENT WORK 
AND ECONOMIC 

GROWTH

9. INDUSTRY, 
INNOVATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE

10. REDUCED 
INEQUALITIES

12. RESPONSIBLE 
CONSUMPTION AND 

PRODUCTION

13. CLIMATE 
ACTION

14. LIFE BELOW 
WATER 15. LIFE ON LAND

16. PEACE, JUSTICE 
AND STRONG 
INSTITUTIONS

17. PARTNERSHIPS 
FOR THE GOALS

We can’t change the climate systems that infl uence weather 

variability and conditions. But we can do a lot to adapt to changing 

the future where parts of the country will get drier, warmer and the 

intervals between droughts will be shorter.

This report celebrates the life-giving properties of water and 

also details our alignment with the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals 2030 (also known as the global goals).
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11. SUSTAINABLE 
CITIES AND 

COMMUNITIES




